WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A sewing ring attached to a generally annular periphery of a prosthetic heart valve 
having an inflow end and an outflow end, comprising: 

a suture-permeable ring attached to the heart valve periphery and configured to 
5 pivot from a first position extending generally toward the outflow end of the valve to a 

second position extending generally toward the inflow end of the valve, wherein first and 
second positions are stable such that the sewing ring is bi-stable. 

2. The sewing ring of claim 1, wherein the sewing ring comprises a suture- 
10 permeable insert ring and a fabric cover. 

3. The sewing ring of claim 2, wherein the insert ring is substantially planar. 

4. The sewing ring of claim 2, wherein the fabric covering the insert ring also covers 
1 5 a portion of the heart valve. 

5. The sewing ring of claim 4, wherein the fabric covering both the insert ring and 
the portion of the heart valve also connects the ring to the heart valve periphery at a seam, and 
wherein the sewing ring pivots between the first and second positions about the seam. 
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6. The sewing ring of claim 1, wherein the suture-permeable ring is attached to the 
heart valve periphery along a Une, and wherein the sewing ring pivots between the first and 
second positions about the line. 

25 7. The sewing ring of claim 6, wherein the sewing ring comprises a suture- 

permeable insert ring and a fabric cover, and wherein the fabric covers the insert ring and 
connects the insert ring to the heart valve periphery at a seam, the seam defining the line about 
which the sewing ring pivots. 

30 8. The sewing ring of claim 1, wherein the sewing ring includes a suture-permeable, 

generally frusto-conical insert ring and wherein the first and second positions correspond to the 
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frusto-conical insert ring extending outward from the periphery in opposite axial directions. 

9. The sewing ring of claim 8, wherein the insert ring includes altemating radially 
thick and thin regions facilitating pivoting of the sewing ring between the first and second 

5 positions. 

10. The sewing ring of claim 8, wherein the insert ring has a radially undulating shape 
facilitating pivoting of the sewing ring between the first and second positions. 

10 11. A prosthetic heart valve having an inflow end and an outflow end, comprising: 

a generally annular stent, and 

a suture-permeable sewing ring attached to a periphery of the stent so as to be 
moveable between two positions, wherein in the first position the sewing ring extends 
generally toward the outflow end of the valve and in the second position the sewing ring 
15 extends generally toward the inflow end of the valve, wherein first and second positions 

are stable such that the sewing ring is bi-stable. 

12. The heart valve of claim 11, wherein the sewing ring comprises a suture- 
permeable insert ring and a fabric cover. 
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13. The heart valve of claim 12, wherein the fabric covering the insert ring also 
covers a portion of the stent. 

14. The heart valve of claim 13, wherein a single piece of fabric is used to completely 
25 cover both the insert ring and the stent. 

15. The heart valve of claim 11, wherein the sewing ring attaches to the stent 
exclusively with a portion of fabric that also covers at least a portion of the sewing ring. 

30 16. The heart valve of claim 15, wherein a seam is provided in the fabric defining a 

line of attachment between the sewing ring and the stent, and wherein the sewing ring pivots 
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about the seam between the first and second positions. 

17. The heart valve of claim 1 1 , wherein the suture-permeable sewing ring is attached 
to the stent periphery along a line, and wherein the sewing ring pivots between the first and 

5 second positions about the line. 

18. The heart valve of claim 17, wherein the sewing ring comprises a suture- 
permeable insert ring and a fabric cover, and wherein the fabric covers the insert ring and 
connects the insert ring to the stent periphery at a seam, the seam defining the line about which 

10 the sewing ring pivots. 

19. The heart valve of claim 1 1 , wherein the sewing ring includes a suture-permeable, 
generally fiiisto-conical insert ring and wherein the first and second positions correspond to the 
fiiisto-conical insert ring extending toward the outflow end and the inflow end of the valve, 

15 respectively. 

20. The heart valve of claim 19, wherein the insert ring includes altemating radially 
thick and thin regions facilitating movement of the sewing ring between the first and second 
positions. 
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21. The heart valve of claim 19, wherein the insert ring has a radially xmdulating 
shape facilitating pivoting of the sewing ring between the first and second positions. 



